WHAT’S
POPPIN’!
Activity Booklet
for children ages 11 - 17

Teachers Resource: BNG activity booklet links directly with Bermuda’s Ministry of Education Middle & Senior School Visual Art
Curriculum. The booklet also uses the Harvard Graduate School of Education: Project Zero “See, Think, Wonder” Artful Thinking
Routine.

POP ART (noun):
A type of modern art
that started in the
late 1950s into the
1960s and uses images
and objects from
ordinary life.

Pop Art began booming in the 1950s
and 1960s and reflected popular music,
movies and fashion of the time. Think
Elvis and the Beatles! Pop Art was
about being accessible and new!

Neo-Pop happened in the 1980s and include
artists such as Jeff Koons and Keith Haring.
Japanese artist Takashi Murakami is famous for
being one of the first Japanese neo-pop artist.

Things to look for in a Pop Artwork:
Bright colours, patterns, bold outlines,
repeat patterns, faces, food and words.

ARTISTS IN THE “WHAT’S
POPPIN’!” EXHIBITION:
Andy Warhol

Ryan Callanan

Banksy

Roy Lichtenstein

Damien Hirst

Speedy Graphito

Jeff Koons

Takashi Murakami

Julian Opie

Yayoi Kusama

KAWS

Zach Reini

Did you know?

Yayoi Kusama is the world’s highest selling living
female artist. Recently one of her infinity
paintings set a record at Christie's auction house
selling for $7.1 million.

Did you Know?
The birth place of the Pop Art
movement was Britain in the
late-1950s, but was present in the
United States by the early 1960s.

Did you know?
The predominant
colors used by Pop Art
artists are yellow, red
and blue.

POP CULTURE

Definition: modern popular culture transmitted via mass
media and aimed particularly at younger people.

Pop Art was the art of popular culture.
It was the visual art movement that
characterized a sense of optimism during the
post war consumer boom of the 1950's and
1960's. It coincided with the globalization
of pop music and youth culture, personified
by Elvis and the Beatles.

Let’s have a conversation on some Pop Cultural topics. Choose from the list of
topics below:
Pop Culture + Media
Pop Culture began in the 1950’s and 1960’s with mass media and growing access to the
television. This allowed large groups of the people to experience the same programmes,
music and celebrities of the time. What role does social media play in pop culture today?

Pop Culture + Celebrity
With television and shared broadcast experiences actors, musicians and performers had
much bigger audiences. This created the cult of celebrity, Elvis and The Beatles were early
examples of this phenomenon. Are celebrities different today and if so how do you think
the idea of being a celebrity has changed?

Pop Culture + Fashion
During this time period people had more access to fashion and were seeing how the
celebrities of the time were dressing both in their country but also around the world. Out
of this different fashions evolved and groups became identified with their particular
style. Mods (Modernists) and Rockers were two examples of this in 1960’s culture. Mods
wore tailor made suits, listened to groups such as the Beatles and rode Lambretta
Scooters whilst Rockers wore leather jackets, listened to rock and roll and rode
motorcycles. Can you describe different fashions that exist today and give any examples?

POP CULTURE
ESSAY WRITING
Persuasive Essay: The purpose of the essay is to get the reader to your side of the
argument. A persuasive essay is not just a presentation of facts but an attempt to
convince the reader of the writer’s point of view. Both sides of the argument have to
presented in these essays. But the ultimate aim is to persuade the readers that the
writer’s argument carries more weight. Choose from one of conversation topics from
page 3 and write a 300-500 word persuasive essay.
Introduction:

Body:

Conclusion:

WHAT DO YOU SEE?
Find the artwork titled “Campbell’s Soup” by Andy Warhol.
Let’s look at the artwork. What do you see?

Write down objects, colours, shapes and lines that you see.

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
What do you think is the story about? Write down your story.

WHAT DO YOU WONDER?
What do you wonder? Who, What, Where, When, Why and How? Write down
your wonders and questions below.
Who
What
Where
When
Why
How

SCAVENGER HUNT
Can you help find these objects in “What’s Poppin’!” exhibition.
Put a checkmark
in the box when you find it!

Silk Screen Stenciling is the process in which a sheet of paper, cardboard,
plastic, or metal with a pattern or letters is cut out of it and then used to
produce the cut design on the surface below by the application of ink or
paint through the holes. Basic example below:
1

4

2

5

3

6

Lichtenstein didn't paint each and every dot
by hand. Instead, he used various kinds of
stencils with perforated dot patterns. He'd
brush his paint across the top of the stencil, and
the colors dropped through, as perfect circles.
In doing so, he was elevating commercial images
from comics, and ads into art.

Try your own silk screen stenciling!
1. Cut out the “Stencil” page below
2. Cut out the “Red Dots”
3. Place the stencil on the next blank page of this activity booklet
4. Use a brush and some paint to begin stenciling on the next page
5. Use Pop Art colours such as red, yellow and blue!

STENCIL

Print stencils on this page.

Certificate of
Participation

Name of Student

Congratulations for participating
and completing the
BNG Activity Booklet.

Bermuda National Gallery is located at City Hall & Arts Centre, 2nd floor., Hamilton, Bermuda.
(441) 295-9428. www.bermudanationalgallery.com; director@bng.bm

